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RECENT  GIFTS  TO  THE  FONDREN  LIBRARY 

Sir  Harold  Caccia,  British  Ambassador  to  the 
United  States,  was  a  recent  visitor  to  the  Rice 
Campus.   His  address  to  the  Rice  Associates,  to 
which  Dr.  Arnold  Toynbee  supplied  a  commentary, 
will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
occasions  of  its  kind  in  the  history  of  the  Insti- 
tute.  Sir  Harold,  who  on  this  and  on  a  previous 
visit  has  shown  a  warm  interest  in  the  Fondren 
Library,  has  asked  that  his  honorarium  be  devoted 
to  the  purchase  of  books  on  the  British  Common- 
wealth of  Nations.   Sir  Harold's  generous  gift  will 
be  treated  as  an  endowment,  the  income  from  which 
will  be  annually  used  for  the  purchase  of  these 
books.  As  the  first  actual  endowment  which  the 
Library  has  received,  this  gift  is  doubly  welcome. 


The  Library  has  recently  received  a  most  wel- 
come and  unexpected  gift  in  the  shape  of  the  com- 
plete microfilm  of  all  the  Sears  Roebuck  catalogs. 
Extending  to  almost  a  mile  of  microfilm,  the  fifty- 
one  reels  of  the  famous  Wishing-book  trace  the 
history  of  the  American  way  of  living  from  1892 
to  the  present. 

Through  the  generosity  of  the  parent  company, 
which  is  making  this  handsome  gift  to  selected 
university  and  public  libraries  across  the  country, 
and  through  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Stanley  W. 
Shipnes,  Houston  Manager  of  Sears,  Roebuck  and 
Company,  the  Fondren  Library  has  received  a  fas- 
cinating social  document  which  would  otherwise  have 
been  unobtainable. 

All  readers  will  have  their  own  memories  of 
the  delights  of  Sears  catalogs;  the  appended  de- 
scription, from  a  release  by  the  company,  gives  the 
Hollywood  angle: 

In  addition  to  recording  the  American 

merchandising  scene  over  the  years,  these 
catalogs  represent  the  work  and  efforts  of 
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thousands  of  Americans.   Edgar  Rice  Burroughs, 
author  of  the  famed  "Tarzan"  series,  was  at 
one  time  a  copywriter  for  Sears  catalogs. 
Norma  Shearer,  Jean  Arthur,  Gloria  Swanson, 
Frederic  March,  Joan  Caulfield,  Susan  Hayward, 
Anita  Colby  and  Lauren  Bacall  all  graced  the 
pages  of  Sears  catalogs  as  models  in  the  years 
past . 

Catalogs  of  yesteryear  not  only  show 
that  a  certain  style  or  item  was  popular 
during  a  certain  period,  but  the  amount  of 
popularity  each  item  enjoyed  can  also  be  de- 
termined by  the  amount  of  space  devoted  to  it. 
Because  they  accurately  reflect  the  styles  and 
furnishings  of  bygone  years,  the  old  catalogs 
are  frequently  used  by  producers  of  Broadway 
shows  and  Hollywood  movies.   Walt  Disney  is 
the  proud  owner  of  the  most  complete  set  of 
old  catalogs  on  the  West  Coast  and  consults 
them  frequently  for  styles  and  ideas. 

Hardin  Craig 


Another  gift  of  special  interest  and  value  is 
a  six-volume  reference  work  entitled  Merchant  Sail, 
by  William  Armstrong  Fairburn.  The  set  was  published 
and  is  distributed  by  the  Fairburn  Marine  Educational 
Foundation,  Inc.  (William  A.  Fairburn,  Jr.,  President) 
of  Center  Lovell,  Maine,  and  is  not  for  sale.   This 
work  was  edited  by  Ethel  M.  Ritchie,  Vice-President 


and  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  Foundation.   Included 
is  an  account  of  the  author's  experience  as  apprentice 
draftsman,  naval  architect  and  marine  engineer,  and  as 
a  superintendent  engineer  from  1890  to  1908.  The  six 
volumes  are  dedicated  "To  the  student  who  is  seeking, 
as  the  author  vainly  sought  in  his  youth,  to  learn 
the  truth  regarding  ships  and  their  relation  to  the 
development  of  the  American  colonies  and  the  United 
States." 

The  12I4-- page  index  of  vessels- -from  A.  A. 
Drebert  to  Zurich — lists  over  13,000  names  with  dates 
and  places  of  "building.  The  index  alone  gives  an 
idea  of  the  immensity  of  some  research  problems 
when  definite  facts  are  not  given.  There  are  listed 
55  vessels  with  the  name  Sally,  and  there  are  18 
Venuses,  27  Neptune s,  and  2^0  with  the  name  Mary  or 
combinations  of  that  name. 

The  work  began,  not  as  a  book  intended  to  be 
published,  but  as  a  series  of  informal  jottings  of  a 
man  engaged  for  years  in  shipbuilding  and  operation. 


In  arranging  these  records,  a  few  volumes  of  drawings, 
photographs,  documents,  and  descriptive  matter  were 
prepared  for  family  use.   It  was  in  this  preparation 
that  the  value  of  turning  a  hobby  into  a  serious 
work  for  historians  became  obvious  and  resulted  in 
the  present  volumes. 

Merchant  Sail,  in  six  volumes,  4,179  pages, 
will  take  an  important  place  on  the  shelves  of  any 
reference  library,  where  it  may  be  used  by  both 
marine  architect  and  historian. 

W.  S.  D. 


At  the  fall  meeting  of  the  Friends  of  the 
Fondren  Library  on  December  6,  1957,  Mr.  E.  E. 
Brewer  gave  a  talk  on  the  architectural  plan  of 
The  Rice  Institute,  supplementing  his  address 
with  photographs  and  drawings.  Friends  who  at- 
tended this  meeting  exhibited  so  much  interest  in 
the  subject  that  we  are  including  in  this  issue  of 

the  FLYLEAF  a  synopsis  of  his  address. 


6. 
THE  UNIVERSITY  CAMPUS  AND  ARCHITECTURAL  CONTINUITY* 

by 
B.  E.  Brewer 

The  addition  of  new  buildings  to  an  existing 
architectural  composition  provokes  a  study  of  archi- 
tectural continuity,  or  that  quality  which  produces 
a  unity  in  time  and  space  among  elements  of  an  his- 
torically developing  composition.  The  role  of  the 
architect  must  include  "an  awareness,"  to  quote 
T.  S.  Eliot,  "not  only  of  the  pastness  of  the  past 
but  its  presence."  I  have  chosen  The  Rice  Institute 
campus  in  Houston,  Texas,  an  an  actual  site  to  ex- 
plore this  problem,  with  a  desire  that  the  whole 
campus  be  articulated  by  the  inclusion  of  a  new  part. 

In  1909  Ralph  Adams  Cram  developed  a  master 
plan  and  was  the  architect  for  the  first  seven 
buildings  on  the  campus.  William  V7ard  Watkin,  the 
chairman  of  the  department  of  architecture  at  the 
recently  founded  Institute,  instructed  Mr.  Cram 


*This  was  the  subject  of  a  thesis  submitted  by 
Mr.  Brewer  to  the  faculty  of  Princeton  University. 
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that  "the  trustees  of  the  Rice  Institute  have 
wholly  avowed  a  belief  in  the  potency  of  a  noble 
and  impressive  architecture  in  inspiring  and  en- 
nobling the  youth  who  study  and  live  within  its 
shadows."  Mr.  Cram  created  a  "new  style"  that,  while 
built  on  a  classic  basis,  "should  have  the  romanti- 
cism, pictorial  quality,  and  structural  integrity 
of  Gothic  architecture."  Mr.  Cram  derived  his 
architectural  forms  from  a  supposition  of  what  would 
have  developed  if  the  religious  force  initiated  by 
Saint  Benedict  and  precipitated  by  all  the  conse- 
quent religious  orders  from  the  Cistercians  to  the 
Franciscans  had  become  operative  on  the  Mediter- 
ranean races.  An  architecture  similar  to  that 
which  can  be  seen  today  in  the  historic  buildings 
of  Pisa,  Lucca,  Como,  and  Venice. 

Since  that  time  numerous  facilities  have  been 
added  to  house  an  expanding  educational  curriculum 
for  fifteen  hundred  students,  and  today  the  insti- 
tute  is  in  the  midst  of  a  long  overdue  multi- 
mlllion  dollar  building  program  to  include  student 
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center,  chapel,  dormitories,  science  buildings,  and 
lecture  rooms. 

My  thesis  is  that  the  development  of  the  master 
plan  should  be  continued  and  that  two  specific 
buildings  should  be  added:   a  student  center  and  a 
meditation  chapel.  An  architectural  composition 
consists  of  two  parts,  the  context  (the  buildings) 
and  the  content  (the  meaning):  and,  therefore,  I  pro- 
pose that  the  design  problems  are  not  to  be  a  super- 
ficial adaptation  of  an  architectural  style,  but 
must  provide  the  architecture  of  The  Rice  Institute 
with  a  "meaning, "  and,  therefore,  must  provide  a 
visual  expression  of  the  educational  philosophy  of 
The  Rice  Institute. 

"True  modern  architecture, "  says  Frank  Lloyd 

Wright,  "like  classical  architecture,  has  no  age. 

It  is  a  continuation  of  all  the  architecture  that 

has  gone  before,  not  a  break  with  it.  A  modernist 

does  not  destroy  that  culture  that  has  been,  nor 

set  up  a  road  block  for  the  future.   He  belongs  to 

the  past,  to  the  present,  and  offers  a  prophesy  to 
the  future." 
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AW  INTERESTING  EXHIBIT  IN  THE  FONDREN  LIBRARY 
A  showing  of  interest,  sponsored  by  the 
English- Speaking  Union,  Houston  Branch,  was  on 
display  in  January  at  the  Fondren.  On  loan  from 
the  Books  Across  the  Sea  Library  in  New  York  was  a 
collection  of  about  twenty  illustrated  volumes  on 
England,  Wales,  and  the  University  towns.  Handsome 
travel  posters  were  also  on  display.   Several  of  the 
more  notable  books  pictured  in  color  the  Welsh 
countryside;  many  others  were  also  in  color.   Some 
black  and  white  photographs  of  Oxford  and  its  col- 
leges were  particularly  good.  This  small  exhibit 
is  one  of  five  which  are  being  shown  in  the  Houston 
area  by  the  Books  Across  the  Sea  Library,  one  of  the 
continuing  programs  of  the  English- Speaking  Union. 
This  Library  has  branches  in  London  and  New  York,  and 
both  operate  to  acquaint  readers  with  American  and 
British  ways  of  life.  The  children's  library  col- 
lection is  especially  popular.  All  books  in  this 
Library  are  available  for  lending  or  display  by 
qualified  libraries. 

Louise  Camden 
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MEMORIAL  GIFTS 

In  Memory  of 
Burnett  Carson 
Judge  Lamar  Cecil 
Henry  Cortes 
Mrs.  Lynch  Davidson 
Howard  Donig 
John  K.  Dorrance 
Ray  L.  Dudley 


Mrs.  Sarah  Frosch 
Gaius  Gannon 
W.  H.  Gibbons,  Jr. 
Mrs.  John  E.  Green, Jr. 

W.  T.  Hancock 

Janie  Hawkins 
Jim  Jamail 
N.  K.  Jamail 


Donor 

Nina  J.  Cullinan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Mortimer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Joe  Shimek 

Dr.  C.  Perier  McKenzie 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Dr.  C.  Perier  McKinzie 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 

Mrs.  Lillie  Rice  Farish 

Mary  F.  Fuller 

Mrs.  Preston  Moore 

Mrs.  Court  Norton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  L.  A.  Stevenson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  R.  A.  Tsanoff 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Wischmeyer 

Mrs.  Preston  Moore 

Mrs.  Preston  Moore 

Mary  F.  Fuller 
Mrs.  Preston  Moore 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  Lee  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  I.  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  M.  Seltzer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Maurice 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Maurice 
Mrs.  Preston  Moore 
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In  Memory  of 
W.  S.  Keenan 

C.  E.  King 

Edgar  Odell  Lovett 


Mrs.  Vera  J.  Mclnnes 
J.  A.  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Cora  A.  Moore 
Harry  L.  Mott 
Jasper  A.  Neath 


Mrs.  W.  P.  Neblett 

Elliotte  S.  Newcome 
Allan  C.  Pagan 


Donor 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  Lee  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  I.  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  M.  Seltzer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  Lee  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  I.  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  John  M.  Seltzer 

Mrs.  George  A.  Hill,  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Knapp 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  J.  T.  McCants 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Alan  D.  McKillop 
Mrs.  William  Ward  Watkin 
Mrs.  I.  M.  Wilford 

Mrs.  John  E.  McGary 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Mortimer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  Brown 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Knapp 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herman  Brown 
DeWitt  R.  Gayle,  Jr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hugh  E.  Gragg 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  M.  Knapp 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  I.  Lee  Campbell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stewart  Jamerson 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  A.  Hafner,  Jr. 

and  Joseph  A.  Hafner,  Sr. 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  S.  G.  McCann 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  Joe  Shimek 
Charles  Taplsy 
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In  Memory  of 
Woodrow  Wilson  Read 
Frank  E.  Richardson 
Dr.  John  R.  Ricker 
F.  T.  Robidoux 
Mrs.  H.  Hardie  Robinson 

Mrs.  J.  Paul  Schumacher 


Alma  V.  Settegast 

Henry  S.  Smith 
Robert  Lindsey  Stovall 
Mrs.  Louise  Sudemeyer 
Ben  A.  Talbot 
Mrs.  R.  H.  Ward 


Donor 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Neblett 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  George  R.  Brown 

George  M.  Seaman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Carl  Wischmeyer 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Cleveland 
Mr-.  &  Mrs.  Grover  Jones 
Mrs.  R.  C.  Meysenburg 

Mrs.  Walker  Boone 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  D.  Day 

Elva  Kalb  Dumas 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Favrot 

L' Alliance  Francaise  de 

Houston,  Inc. 
Mrs.  James  G.  Flynn 
Mary  F.  Fuller 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Andrew  E.  Rutter 
Mrs.  W.  G.  Saville 
Mr.  8s  Mrs.  L.  A.  Stevenson 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Ludwig  Marinus 

Vreugde 

Mrs.  E.  E.  Adkins,  Sr. 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Keenan 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  E.  A.  Clarke 

Lewis  B.  Ryon 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Wilbur  E.  Hess 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 

Mrs.  Preston  Moore 
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In  Memory  of 


Donor 


G.  Lloyd  Webb 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  W. 

Hamilton 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  L. 

Whitcomb 


James  Frank  Yarb rough 


P.  E.  Sayers 
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FRIENDS  OF  THE  FONDREN  LIBRARY 
AT  THE  RICE  INSTITUTE 


President,  Carl  Illig 
Vice  President,  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Cummins 
Membership  Secretary,  Mrs.  Charles  W.  Hamilton 
Recording  Secretary,  Mrs.  John  Mason,  Jr. 
Treasurer,  Charles  W.  Hamilton 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Mrs.  Edward  W.  Kelley 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Kirkland 
Wendel  D.  Ley 
Charles  F.  Squire 
Robert  B.  Turner 


Wilfred  S.  Dowden,  Editor,  the  FLYLEAF 
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